* 


BICC GENERAL MEETING 


APRIL 3, 1972 


Minutes of the BICC General Nembe; Meeting held on Monday, Avril 3, 1972, 
at Vail Hall, N.J. Bell T€fSphone Co., 540 Broad Si 


PRESENT 


Roland E. Stevart - Exec. Director 
Joseph E. Partenheiner 

Jules Lozovick - Co-Chairman 
Richard Proctor - Co-Chairman 


Joseph Rinaldi 
sylvester Hart, Jr. 
Louise Epperson 
Eugene Campbell 
Leslie Rupprecht 
G, Van Burk 

Edvin Bess 

Floyd Bishop 

Alma Perry 

Felen ‘itchell 


Victor Harmond 
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Mr. Campbell reporting for the comittee, informed 
similar to the World of Manufacturing & 


mittee's trying to fund a program 


£ Fduaation - Nevark 


11 Telephone Co. 


Chairman Richard Proctor 
he agenda were committee 


the mombershin that his co- 


BICC committee met with neople 


by May 21, 1972, On another proposal, the World of Transportation, the < 
Superintendent of Nevark Schools, Mr. Franklyn Titus, is attempting to meet with 
members of the Port of New York Authority to tie in transportation in the 


Newark area schools. 


TASK. FORCE COMMITTEE: 


Yr. Lozowick reported that the Task Force's main objective is to visit with 
BICC Companies and gather employment data from then to help them with their 


Affirmative Action Programs. 


re vere no /tipulations made where this was a move against white students. No 


one said they would be opposed to any other group wanting to place the 8 
Where their students are, T think thet everybody should have knowledge of cheir 
own cultural heritage. The resolution itself nade no stipulation as f: re- 


placing of the Anerican flag, or burning the American flag, or doing away with the 
American flag. This was just a move to make black students more avare of their 
own cultural heritage. 


The Black Liberation Flag was once the flag that flew over the kingdom of Ghana 
and Ghana was af African Kingdom in West Africa, It was one of the most powerful 
early states in Africa and had a high level of political organization. The pcople 


was reintroduced to this country by "arcus Garvey as a banner of the United Negro 
Improvement Association: probably one of the most powerful black organizations 
this country has ever seen, It's said it had a membership of over 4,000 blacks. 


The Black Liberation Flag does tell a story of cultural heritage and that was the 
ony Purpose and intent of the resolution. The colors of the flag are red, black 

Red stands for the blood of black people which was not shed in vain, 
black fer blacks; and greon f for youth and new ideas. The flag is a symbol of 
self determination, self : 2s and self respect for black people. 


After the resolution was passed, Mr. John Cervase filed an injunction which pre- 
vented the placing of the Black Liberation Flag in classrooms end after that, the 
Commissioner of Education, lr. Carl Marburger, ruled on it and prohibited placing 
the flag in the manner that the resolution itself described saying that it va: 
unconstitutional on the basis that it limited the educational opportunity of 


s fon 
educational purposed which was the intent of the resolution. Other people have 
gone to associate the flag vith so called "black raciem," with the Confederate 

flag, with Nazism and everything else except for what it is all about. 
Confederate flag flew over a nation, that was truly treason in this antes, a 
nation where some 75 mitlion black people were in slavery. 


Finally, I'd like to say to those vho might have been upset by the Black Liberation 


develop a culture of ou since we have never been able to assimilate into the 
American way of life; the "so called" American way of life, and may I remind you 
that the American vay of life was; and ve are still living in America; under the 


scandal it was then; the schools are more tedious and turbulent: the rates of 
crime, unemployment, underemployment, disease, and heroin addiction is higher; 
welfare roles are larger, and with a few exceptions, the relations between people 
of color is just as hostile. With no small wonder that black folks would start to 
move (1) to recover their lost identity and (2) to develop a culture of their own 
that would reflect some type of self respect. 


Gustav Heningburg: The night the Board of Education passed the resolution on the 
Black Liberation Flag, I was in Denver. 


Those people who are concerned with trying to entice businesses to come into Newark, 
N.J. can report with some accuracy that the passing of the Black Liberation Flag 
resolution was 2 negative factor in encouraging businesses to come. Because it 


flag, it is reasonable to assume this and that's a fact. Some businesses who were 
considering to relocate into Newark, looked at that and looked at the reaction to 
it and basically said, "those folks are crazy and I'm not going ther: 


The extent of that economic impact is hard to measure, of course. A few people 
would articulate in writing that our board has decided not to come tonight be- 
cause of the flag issure but T think the concern is more inportant to me is the 
hysteria with which the flag resolution was reacted to and it_was hyster: 

Make no mistake about it; it was a hysterical reaction on the part of taal 
who normally function very objective: rationally and thoughtfully about thes 
things. And the legislature resvonded with a sense of hysteria: businessmen re~ 
sponded with a sense of hysteria and many very unfortunate things have been said. 


fan mail, fron 

it was all opposed to the Black Liberation Flag flying in public classrooms. 

body including nyself, objected to a flag of this kind flying in a private meet- 
that was not the issue. 


up, you have to fly a symbol for 


school system. 
to the significance of the flag, it has different sis 
and, incidentially 


up in my position but I vill mention a few black organizations. The Urban 
League of Essex County sent a resolution into the newspaper and received front 
page publicity. It said the flag had no place in a public classroom. 
Newark Human Rights Commission, which is composed of about 15-20 Commissioners 
most of whon are black and non-white: passed a resolution stating the flag had 
The State Hunan Rights Commission did the same 


classroom. 
about a week before it wrote it's editorial. 
sentiment and finally the editorial of the Star Ledger came out backing my 

I received clippings, everything I teceived seem to back 
Now I', willing to admit that most of these mailings cane fron 
But, I think, that when the Urban League 


I can think of a lot more important 


green flag in a classroom. 


Mr. Honingburg made a statement that the American flag represents racism 
has no meaning to other 


and sing and those who do not re 
ordains that the flag salute and the pledge of allegiance shall be conducted 
a £ the school day and shall be conducted by the 
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flag is flying at a public neeting, 


non-conmunist would not salute it. 
political differences, then the conscientious objection does not apply and yet 


many people who do not salute the Anerican flag do not salute it because of 
conscientious objection to the flag, but for political objections to the. flag. 


Sone don't like the system because they claim it's racist; oppressive; it may bet 

it probably is; so they refuse to salute the American flag and nobody can tell 

then to do so. But again, when you're dealing with children in a public class- 

room, the red-black- and green flag, or the Red Cross flag or any other flas 

has no place in that classroom. Now Mr. Famm has not only referred to the flag EJ 
as a symbol but he referred to it as a "Nationalist Flag" and so it is in my 

opinion. Now if it is a Nationalist flag, that's all the more reason why it 

should not fly in a public classroom of this city, state or country. 


The flag as you know cane into being nany nany years ago in a country in Africa 
mown As Ghana.. AE char tine de was a kingdoh and tt was the flag of that king- 
dom. Back in the 1919's and 1920's, “arcus Garvey adonted the flag as a s 

of his movement and his movement had some good aspects to it and I thought te had 
some bad aspects to it, and one of the bad aspects was that because the world 
population is pradoninantly black and non-white and because of this, there's a 
very small minority of white people who live in the world and yet the whit 


philosophy. This is one of the bad things that he did. This is vhat the Black 
Liberation Flag represented to Marcbs Carvey and as tine cones down thru the 
years to the present tine, this has been adopted by radical groups, by revolunt- 
ionary groups and to them it represents somethi: Now does it 
inspire black children to learn? I don't think so; 

synbols to inspire black children to learn. 

to inspire black children to learn. And I think that we're making a serious — 
mistake as a Board of Education member, when we try to indoctrinate black 
children into believing only things that have a black significance are good for 
them and only these things can properly educate then and only these things can 


is my country; and I'm prepared to make this country a better place for all of us. 
I'm not going to tear it down; I'm not going to ston worshinving or respecting 
the American flag, and nobody can compell me to do so. There's no law in the 
books that says if John Cervase does not respect the American flag he is going to 
be charged with crime and sent to jail. I do this voluntarily: to me tho Ancrican 
flag is a synbol of our country, a symbol of denocracy, vhich has a lot of faults, 
which needs inprovenents, which has racism, vhich has opression, which has all 
these things Mr. Hamm talked about. But with all of it, it's my country and I e@ 
think that it is the best country in the world. T recall during World War 11, I 
was in the fry. In those days the allies vere on one side of the fence and the 
Germans and Italy were on the other side of the fence. I volunterred to go into 
the Army and was sent over to Italy and I had to shoot my own people, 

shot them. I defended my country. If I had to make a choice between America and 
Daly, I'd choose. Anorica first and Tealy second, T have pride in ny Italian 
background, but you see a lot of people in Newark today and other parts of the 
cease back miata ines believing that’ thoy ore Africana fizety or (3 
Communist first or something else first. Then there's America second no 
Americans at all and the minute we begin to try to start teaching our black kids 
in our school system that they are Americans first who should be proud of their 
African heritage, we're going to start making headvay. The minute ve keep 
agitating chase, kids and try to indoctrinate them, we're destroying the very 
education we're trying to instill in them. 


To wind up what I'm trying to tell you is this, ve'rc all Americans. We're here 
together. We can not have a seperation of American flags. t's impossible and 
blacks themselves do not vant it, except for a few radicals who are going all ove: 


ing that philosophy and forget about the vhilosovhy of a seperate nation, the 
minute we stop this kind of nonsense and remember that we are American citizens, 
the better off we're all going to be. T have a background on Civil Rights, I 
served for 10 years on the Board of Directors of the Urban League of Fssex 
County. I attended national conventions. I met Whitney Young, and spoke with 
hin, I believed in his philosophy. But of course a lot of radical blacks calle} 
him an “Uncle Tom." I believe in the philosophy of Roy Wilings. ^ lot of 
Pilica) placke cali hin an "Uncle ‘Ton ont even a fev misguided blacks who are 
not radical, called him an "Uncle Ton" because they have been taught this. 


If anybody tries to bring the races together in this country or city, they are 
called "Uncle Tons." If I had to make a choice between these ineovle like 

Stokely Carmichael, Rap Brown, Leroy Jones and the rest of that crowd, I'11 

the "Uncle Tons.” "I think most black people in this country will take the "incl 
Tons." It's the "Uncle Tome's who are going to bring blacks & whites in this 
country together and you had better believe that. 

I just do hope that if you disagree with me, you vould respect ny right to say 
what I have said without calling me nanes‘and by the sane token, I will do the 
same to you. 


Bugene Campbell: I to received calls from across th: 


country when this resolution 


publicity, and notoriety about the Liberation flag. Now what we're going to de- 
bate is if the Liberation flag is going to help the child to read better or to do 
arithmetic better, to be a greater achiever. Now we can go on and on trying to 
find out if the flag can do such things, but I question, "Can the American flag 
help the child read better, can the pictures of George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and a host of others that I have heard in telephone conversations from 
several people in this city who call my office questioning about the Liberation 
flag. As an educator, I think the child should experience many things, but I 
think that anyone vho belongs to any specific cultural groun should also deal 
into those areas that are inherited into their particular culture, such as, “r. 
Cervase indicated. He is an Italian and you noticed that he began to give you 
names of different ethnic groups and he considers hinself, an Italian first, he 
doesn't call himself an American-Italian, he calls himself an Italian-Anerican 
and this goes right dom the list with other people too. When we began to find out 
idi To a 


the flag is very positive. Just as Mr. Cervase, and I don't mean to be antagonistic 
about what you were saying tr. Cerbase, but you very neatly took out certain parts 


Yes there is racism in this country, there is oppression 
in this country, .there's this and that, negative things, but the flag does not 
represent those negative things. The flag represent those good things. Tow 
you're talking out of both sides of your mouth. The flag represents negative 
things for Marcus Garvey, the red, black and green flag, but the American flag 
only the good things are represented. This is not fair to the child who has 

to be subjected to that type of thought 


We did not even go about putting up the flags when this came about because we 
were aware that certain things were going to hannen. But a few flags were al- 


has never visited Marcus Garvey School and to my knowledge, has never visited 
Robert Treat School. But they were telling mé that the pictures that are around 


let's look at things very realistically. We all know the feelings of a Jew 


people are concerned; because they vere responsible for enslaving us. They did 
nothing about it. Now if we are to teach truth and we have a red, black, and 
green flag which is representative of those students, like 50% or nore being 
black, what 


ing level of students for the past five years. The reading level for the 3rd. 
grade has been 2.2 and when we get to the 6th. grade, you can forget about it. 
The students have not achieved at all as far as the Standarized test in reading 
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in almost five years, no improvement whatsoever and we're here talking about 
sone flag. We have some very important issues that we should be talking about. 
Mr. Cervase has been a member of the board of education for quite some time and 


to come into the business. What type of mentality is that? The school system is 

in serious trouble educationally and you can not blame the problems on some 

flag. The board of education menbers will sit here and what angers me is, as a 

person who works directly in the education system, see our students constantly 

get ripped off. They gladly accept unusual contracts from teachers. What type 

ate nevuntsbility do ve have fron teachers? Do you realize every other Wednesday @ 
Ghen I pase out those checks, no one will say, "Did you do your Job?” And as soon 

js someone gets on someones backs they will say "Look, take it easy, don't rock 


rather spend so much time talking about the Black Liberation Flag. I'd like to 
know what's going to happen about the cafeteria. The wages of the people who 
work in the cafteria, no one wants to talk about that. 


As far as students are concerned, we have a very small flap in one classroom, 
which was a gift to the teacher by some students. There's a very large one in 
the library. Some students has the flag made for the librarian as a gift for her 


something positive to miake some positive changes, "e did’ have our reading level 
at the school go up like a few months above the so-called city normal. Mo one 


solution. If you have the mentality to start worrying about a, flag in a class- 
room, and ou do not’ address yourself to the more important pertinent issues, then, 
believe me, you are as lost as those who vorry about running to a court room 


hani @ 


ave said pretty 


Dave Barrett: The people who have spoken so far, 


hi 
vel 


I 196 
a group of young men who called themselves “The United Brothers," which is © 
"Committee for Unified Newark." I was a member ofothat 
radical, extremist and separatist; 


a slate of candid: 
West Kinney Jr. High School. 
not wi ouncil seats, but 


had a Black & Puerton Rican Convention and some of ‘oon. 
opposed to it and some participated and some just never did participate, saying 
it was an unvhite thing te 

Gibson and after a long 


honest Kenneth Gibson, tl 
to white Adonizio and a black Gibson, Theré was no gap 
Adonizio. 


between Imperiale and 


In 1971, we talked about having a National Black Convention, in 1972, we had ti 
National Black Convention. There vere those who said black people didn't need 
black convention. There's a Democratic Convention, there's a Republican 

Convention and the American system has provided us with these things already ani 


you should try fo, address yourself to these structures which already exist 
rather than creating alternative: ‘ary to what some of the younger 
ite Americans chose to do, they chose to destroy what already exigted, 
rather than to create positive alternatives which the black people’ saw that 
it should do, We saw ourselves benefiting from the kind of disrupting things 
that many of us were engaged in and saw that everytime something like that 
would happen, we would alvays get the short end of the sı 


oming out of Newark, Fast 


Orar 
white group, who will say that is a negative thing. 


There is a group with a P.O. Box in Bloomfield, Nev Jersey, who are saying that 
this is a racist thing for black people to want to have a black Congressman, I'm 
y 1974-75, the things which are considered right now as being radical 
and extrene and racist, etc., by those who are opposed to aay orogrese 

will ind that by 1975-76, that what the black community 
is talking about now will be considered very mild. 


We always believe that there have beensome things and people who are perfect for 
their time and their contents and certainly what was sufficient for black peonle 
in Newark in 1968-1970, cannot continue to be sufficient for 1972 


One of the reasons that organizations come and go is that their usefulness is 
needed for black people nor for the white people. A lot of the groups 


wh: 'k communities because their usefulnessshas outlived 
itself. A black person who serves in the white community at the exnense of the 
black community finds that he is expendable when he can no longer do in the black 
community what he has been charged to do by his masters. 


We just say generally that the flag issue is really just a small part of the 
growing sentiment, and consciousness of black p 
grov and continue 
Liberation Day which will be held in Washington, D.C. May 27, 
talking about a march on Washington for Civil Rights. I think we've shown a 
certain kind of raising of consciousness from the level of local, and Washington 
.C., and Civil Rights to International implications and human right: f 
still a march and it's still black people doing it and, of course, there were 
those who were opposed to that. The saying now te that "To be attacked by the 
enemy is not a bad thing but a good thing. Because as long as the enemy i 
attacking you, you know that what you have been doin? is correct 


The courts can block a resolution, it can block the implementation of the re- 


for it, as a matter of fact, I think it's always has the contrary effect. 
Whenever there has been any _ a est a eer i T Gad 
support in the black communi $ we found that a mumber of black 

Tneerabout RE the Siackiliberacton’Wleg delgr the Herionaliot Flag 
is, has increased since the issues have come to the courts. Å 


E E e b e e E 
opposite effect of what the opposing group wants it to 

Question and Answers 

Mr. Lozowick stated that only one member of the panel said the flag should 

flown for educational purposes, not at all tines. He wanted to know the fcelings 
of the other panel menbers. 

Mr. Barrett: He feels that the flag should be flown whenever the people want it 
to be flown 


Mr. Campbell: If you really look into Commissioner Marburger's so called 
decision, in the matter of the flag, the flag could be flown in any classroom 


q Ta, 


at any time, as long as the teacher can show that they are using it for educational 
purposes. He feels that no one should be able to prevent a teacher from taki 

the flag and posting it in their room and telling then they can't use it. © 
Mr. Cervase: Mr, Marburger decided that the flag can be used for educational 

purposes; but a arithmetic teacher has no reason to have a flag in her classroom 

during a 3/4 hour period teaching arithmetic. Certainly a teacher who is teaching 
black history has a perfect right while they are teaching black history but as 

soon as the period is over, the flag should come down. If the teacher vants 

to use it as an educational tool, it's perfectly alright. 

Mr, Heningburg: I think any discussion of the time factor about the flag is @ 
irrelevant. It would evoke a discussion among veople of different persnectives 

about how long it should be flown. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M, 


Respectively submitted, 


Katherine Morton 


